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To THE PUBLIC. 


The Author of the following Notes on the Letter of Mr. 
Dunpas to the late Lord Provoſt, Mr. ELona, was ſo much 


ſtruck with that aſtoniſhing performance when he firſt ſaw it, 


that he was irreſiſtibly impelled to put his animad verſions upon 


| paper; ; but they never would have been communicated to the 


Public, if the Speech of Sir Janes STIRLING, on taking the 
Chair of * ob had not appeared i in print. 


The arrogance of Miniſters | is what we have long been accul- 
tomed to in Scotland, and ſeems to be an almoit irremediable 
evil; but the Chriſtian meekneſs of Magiſtrates, in profeſling 
FP and veneration for Miniſters who dare to inſult them 


Britain, and approaches ſo nearly to that pitch of perfection 
recommended by the Goſpel, as cannot be ſufficiently admired, 


or held up to the view of the Public as an object of imitation. 


It is only to be wiſhed, that this Speech had been delivered 
from the Chair in which a picture has repreſented the Lord 
| Provoſt to be covered by the cloak of Mr. Doxpas, inſtead of 
from the Chair of the Metropolis of Scotland. 1 


and their conſtituents, is ſomething new even in this part of 


— 
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Mr 1 Edinburgh, Auguſt 28. 1798. 


1 ig with ſincere regret that 1 learned, ſome 
time ago, and which has been confirmed to me 
fince my arrival here, that there exiſted divi- 
ſions and a difference of parties in the Council 


of Edinburgh (1). 


At a moment, when it is the 13 of every 
good ſubject of Great Britain to lay aſide all 
paltry confiderations, and to look only to thoſe 
great intereſts which ought to occupy the at- 
tion of every good citizen ; I lament that the 
metropolis of Scotland ſhould allow themſelves 
to be diſtracted by objects of ſo inferior a na- 
ture, as who ſhould occupy this or the fear 
in Council (2). 


It is the firſt time 400 was e with | 
the city of Edinburgh that I have perceived 


any ſuch ſpirit among you,—and leaſt of all 
_ , ſhould 1 expected to have ſeen it at à time 
when Provoſt ELDER prefided over them 80. 


Delicacy prevents me enlarging further on 
this topic 9: | 


Se ned it” hoo i att 


L. 6 J 


But I beg your Lordſhip DISTINCTLY to un. 
derſtand, that in ſo far as I am perſonally con- 


cerned, I muſt diſclaim all profeſſions of friend- 


ſhip from perſons who think themſelves at li- 
berty to hurt your feelings, at the concluſion of 


your magiltracy (5). 1 85 65 x] 


It the city of Fieber has any Jefire ta, 
cloſe their political connection with me, it will 


coſt them no trouble; a hint from chen will 


do the buſineſs (6). . 15 


But as that n en Wen e in coneert 


F yok © 


with you, it cannot continue at the expence of 
any injury to your feelings; and your Lordſhip 
5 liberty to convey that ſentiment to any of 
>. = "5 conſtituents with whom von conceive it t will 


have weight 1 


8 have the honour to be, Se. 


„ —w_— 
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ts en ſcarce to be believed, that à n of Mr. 
Dundas's education, original profeſſion, and preſent high ſta- 


tion, ſhould write a letter for the inſtruction of his conſtituents, 


on matters relating to the government of the State, and metro- 


| polis of Scatland;, the firſt ſentence of which is expreſſed i in falſe 


mmar. Scarce a bailie or deacon but knows he ought to 
ave wrote It war with fincere regret that I learned, &c.; 


| and. if the doydy of the High School had, in his verſion, made 


fuch an error of concord as Mr, Dundas, has done; the rector 
would have given him the taws pretty ſeverely. | | 
The regret expreſſed by Mr. Dundas on this occafion may 


appar ſomewhat odd, at firft fight, to men who have been c- 
euſtomed to conſider diviſion, and a difference of parties amongft 


the members of a numerous council; as the neceſſary conſequence 


and proof of their frequency; but we muſt acquit Mr. Dundas 
of fingularity of ſentiment, when we. reflect on the number of 


years which have elapſed fince Kis WII began to to be THE SOLE 


| RULE of the Council of Edinburgh's conduct. 


In this view of the matter, certainly, at leaſt, no one can en- 


: tertain a doubt of the ſincerity of the Honourable Gentleman's 
regret on finding that ſome of them were beginning to think for 


chemſelves. 5 


| a) This = the mad ons: onus cauſe of lamentation that ever 


was heard of—lament that men were occupied with the choice 
of thoſe by whom the affairs of the Metropolis of Scotland 


were to be managed! Surely this cannot be really the letter of Mr. 


© Þ 


VVV 5 5 
Dundas! That Secretary of State, under whoſe adminiſtration 
new laws have been made to prevent the meetings and delibera- 


tions of the people on matters of ſtate, cannot gravely and con- 
Hderately have called the ſubjeQs of the King of Great Britain 
citizens, and have recommended unto all the butchers, | bakers, 

tailors, ſhoemakers, coblers, Blackſmiths, and tinkers of Edin- 
burgh, to ſpeak and think of nothing elſe than theſe great inte- 


re/ts which laws. of his own miez have condemned them to : 


filence upon. | 
Has Mr. Dundas (LR that his nephew and fon-in-law was 


put into the chair of the F aculty of Advocites merely on ac- 
count of his predeceffor's. having called the attention of the ig. 
norant and giddy multitude, to thoſe great intereſts by which 
the mind of every good ſubje&t of Great Britain ought" to be 
occupied !—or, that the arguments urged againſt Muir, Gerald, 
Palmer, &c. chiefly turned on the uſe they had made of the 
word citizen lt would ſeem f, fince he now uſes it in an 
addreſs to the loyal ſubjects of his Majeſty in the ſelf-fame ſenſe 
as thoſe friends of ſedition did, and calls the attention of all 
men to the conſideration of the ſame matters as the Ex-Dean of 
Faculty was degraded for by that body, and fo much applauded 
for by the bar of England, and every real friend of the Con: 
ſtitution. 

If it was not that the authenticity of this A H letter has 
not been denied by Mr. Dundas, or any of his friends, fince the 
publication of it, I ſhould really think it had been fabricated 
by ſome of his, enemies. But, ſeeing that it has not, it muſt 
be. conſidered as his own; and therefore it becomes neceffary 
to examine what thoſe great intereſts may be, which, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of: State, ought /o ENTIRELY 0 accupy | 
the attention of every goed citizen of Britain as to render 
them altogether unmindful of that meexron duty which it was 


heretofore imagined ought to be of ſome confideration in the 


minds of Britiſh ſubjeAs ; namely, the duty and right of chooſ- 
ing able and upright men to repreſent ow in the councils of 


* 


— bertial ci ities and — as well 1 ia we gren couneil 
of the nation . | 

T beg leave to aſk; what are "the ide das e 
at this awful moment, big with the fate of Cato and of 
Rome, which ſhould make the Guilds aml Trades of Edin- 
burgh look upon the choice they are to make of magiſtrates 
and counſellors as a paltry ohe 7, unworthy” of their conſidera» 


tion? Is the Council of Ediaburgh, for the future, to take un- 


der its cognizance the like laſt means of raifing the nation from 


the pit into which the wild meaſures of Mr. Dundas have plun- 
ged it? Is the Council of Edinburgh, in imitation of the Legiſ- 
lative County Courts of Scotland, to inſtruct Parliament in new 
modes of taxation and oppreſſion of the people, ſo as to divide 


with that incorrupt and incorruptible body the odium and ob- 


racks? IT — a ; 52 5 q 2 


liquy of thoſe meaſures which are found neceſſary to keep the 


immaculate Mr. Pitt and diſintereſted Mr. Dundas in the ſeat 
of power? Or, are the Guilds and Trades of Edinburgh, in 
"conjundion with the Barons of Perth and of Ayr, to animadvert 
on the inefficacy of the laws in exiſtence, for the prevention of 
treaſon and ſedition? Are they to proceed in recommending 


the erection of a new ſpecies of both theſe crimes, in order, that 


all men who do not approve the meaſures of Meſſts. Pitt and 
Dundas may either be billed off, or ſent to Botany Bay ? 2 Or, 
are they to pour forth lamentations to the Duke of Richmond 
and the Ear! of Liverpool, that forts and caſtles hive not been 
erebted in every nook and corner EE we land as well as bar- 

Surely if Mr. Dundas had meant that the attention of the 
council and inhabitants of the metropolis of Scotland ſhould in 


future be engroſſed by ſpeculations and queſtions of this nature, 


he would not have thought it unworthy of them, ſeriouſly and 
* 'maturely, to weigh the merits and abilities of men whom they 


are to put into offices of ſuch truſt and importance. - The que- | 
ſtions J have ſtated, then, are upon none of “ thoſe great inte- 


reſts by which the metropolis of Scotland ought to be occupied 
at this awful moment.” What then can they be? 


* 


ciates held-out to the nation, of levelling the walls of Paris be- 

| | fore the end of the firſt campaign, and leave us but little room 
=_ - to hope for any advantage from the continuance of this, war of 

| extermination, or for the return of peace and tranquillity during 
the adminiſtration of men who have ſo grie vouſly deceived the 
confidence of the beſt, though worſt guided of Sovereign, as | 
well as of the moſt infatuated of nations. 

Even ſuppoſing that we ſhould be able to wage a defenſive 
war for ſome years longer, without ſuffering any loſs from the 
efforts of our enemies, yet muſt we ſink under thoſe which we 
ourſelves are making, without deſign or hope of annoying the 
"foe. Though we rejoice ever ſo much in the victories of our 

cet, and probably crow over the number of republican ſhips 
wo we have ſank, burn or taken, che remembrance of the 


1 5 4 

Perhaps it is the meaning of Mr. Dundas, that all the inha: - 

bitants of Scotland ſhould do nothing elſe than bewail the miſ- 9 

fortunes which have fallen upon the Britiſh empire during the 13 

5 | adminiſtration of one of their countrymen, and ponder over the 1 

5 yet greater ones, likely to befall jt, if he remains in power. 4 

But I aſk his pardon; I would wiſh to put the beſt conftruc- 7 
tion on his words that they wilt bear, and he may mean, that 49 | 

Scotſmen ſhould amuſe themſelves with boaſting over and re- 1 

Joicing in the fruits of his adminiſtration in the victories ob- 1 

| tained over our rebellious countrymen in Ireland and at Tranent, 3 

: * as well as in thoſe obtained at ſea, over an atheiſtical and per- * 
fidious enemy, aiming, like the Romans, to reign paramount 93 

114 over the face of the earth. In theſe latter victories, no one by 
1 rejoices more than the author of theſe temarks; for the gallant 

Li efforts of our daring tars have at leaſt retarded the fall of Bri- | 3 ; 

| tdtteain. But the vaunts and boaſts of Mr. Dundas's countrymen. | 6 
| | will neither incline Engliſhmen to give him the credit of our | $4 
| 4 glorious victories at ſea, nor make them forget the fatal effects 1 
: of his management of the war on the Continent, Spain, Italy, by, 

| | Holland, Flanders, Savoy, Switzerland, and a third of Germany, 3 
—_—-- make a terrible contraſt with the. hopes which he and his aſſo- 3 


8 
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enormous expence at which ſucceſs has been acquired is not to 
be drowned, any more than the thought of the advantages 
reaped from it being only of a negative nature. 


The national debt is a mill- ſtone about the neck of Britain, 


the intereſt of which i is daily weighing us down to the bottom; 
and the greater our exertions to prevent the abſolute ſinking 
of the veſſel, the ſooner will the cataſtrophe happen. Our 
debt at this day amounts, in one ſhape or another, to 500 mil - 


lions; and, as the war is carried on, muſt increaſe, during the 


_ continuance of it, at the rate of from 60 to 100 millions pro- 
greſſively every year. Tax has been heaped upon tax, till 


nothing more remains to be taxed; and heightening the rate 


of the old, only tends to decreaſe the receipt of our cuſtoms 
and exciſe. The effect of this load upon the formerly thriv- 


ing inhabitants gf this once happy iſland, is duplicate; the 


ened. Vet the taxes, oneroſe and grievous as they are, are 
not ſufficient for the exigencies of a ſquandering Government. 
Already has the Bank of England ſtopt payment; and in or- 
der to retard, for a year or two, a declaration of bankruptcy, 
Parliament (which uſed to prohibit benevolences to the Crown, 


and ſpatingly and jealoully to grant aids to it from the land 
annually) has ſent about briefs of compaſſion to every pariſh, 


in behalf of the nation impoveriſhed by the profuſe-waſte and 
extravagance of her falſe truitees ; and, as if the Crown had a 


right of property to the annual free gift of the Commons, has 


ſet up the land-tax to ſale, A Miniſter who boaſts of his {ill 
in the tricks of finance,- has, like the unthrifty ſchool-boy, 
ſold the hen which laid a golden egg every day! 

If Mr. Dundas conſiders the ſtate of public affairs in 1 the 


burgh yet buſying themſelves about their own. concerns; for, 


the attention of men is not uſually difrafed by objects of . 


income of each individual is leſſened in the ſame quadruple. 
proportion as the price of every commodity of life is height- 


- 


FO light as the author of theſe remarks upon his letter, it is 
indeed natural that he ſhould wonder at the citizens of Edin- 


inferior: a avec as the choice of managers or eRarrants of their 
fepts, when the produce of their fields has been taken from 
YL them, and their houſes are tumbling about their ears. 

But if Mr. Dundas conſiders the misfortunes under which | 
"the ſtate of Britain labours, or the further diſaſters with Which 
it is threatened, and ſeem hanging by a thread: over our heads, 
ds any part of © thoſe great interelts by which the attention of 
4 every good citizen ought to be occupied,” why is the city 
of -Edinburgb inſulted and reproached on account of the ſitua- 
tion to which Britain has been reduced by the adminiſtration 
of Mr Dundas and his aſſociates * No doubt the choice of 
good or bad magiſtrates for the ancient * metropolis-of Scot· 
* land, ” or even for that of Great Britain, is an object of 
much * inferior” nature to the impending ruin of the whole 
But does it follow from thence, that no care at all is 
to be taken, whether good or bad men are to preſide over the 
affairs of London or of Edinburgh? Are theſe cities of ſo little 
Importance in the ſcale of national welfare, that their particu- 
lar order of government ſhould be ſtigmatiſed and branded, by 


= 


£244 


— 


an upſtart and arrogant miniſter, with the appellation of * 


PaLTxy CoxstDENATToV? Thoſe, mult be ſtrange times, indeed, 
when the choice of proper magiſtrates for the metropolis is not 


deemed. an object of the firſt e to the citizens of itt, 


8 e 1 ſhould like to know from what period Mr. 
Dundas chooſes to date his connection with the city of Edin- 
burgh. I am ſure it ought to be from that period in which: 

i he began to excite and foment © divifions and a difference of 
7-0 parties in the Couneil of Edinburgh, ” with the view of 

taking the charge of managing it from his nameſake Sir Lau-- 
Let me remind him of the days in which Provoſt 
Stodart (under pretenee of emancipating the Trades from the 
cen of the Council in the election of their Deacom) ſtir- 
red up a faction, which at length prevailed; and no ſooner did 
lo, Wes the ſeveral members.of which it was mt ns threw 


refice. 


— 


— 
— — 


| E - 
off the cloak under which their ſelf-intereſted views had been 
covered. Let me aſk, Under whom, and to whom, did Pro- 


© voſt Stodart aA? Who gave him the cloak ? Who ordered 
him to lay it aſide? And. who e muck for his r | 


to the cauſe of the Trades? 


This dreadful. ſpirit of faionn now fo _ 1 oſt . 


« { little expected at a time when Provoſt. Elder preſided © 


over the Council,” was then, in the days when Provoſt Ha- 
milton preſided, termed a juſt and proper ſpirit of liberty. and 


independence,” which it became the Guilds and Trades. of 


the metropolis of Scotland to exert—at leaſt until the City 


ſhould he put under the rule and . of the Houſe of 7 


e N 


* 


Nor 4. oy The cauſe of this ſudden fit of We mas be 


as imperceptible to moſt men as the malady itſelf. Of all the . 
infirmities of human nature, delicacy is ſurely the one which 


the friends of Ms. Dundas had leaſt occaſion to fear his being 
e he 1 5 bis old age. 8 


Norx 5.] If Provoſt Elder can Jifinly underſtand” 
the meaning « of this paragraph, he muſt be a man of more a- 
cute and penetrating genius than any I have had the good for- 


tune to meet. with fince the publication of the letter. How 
were the feelings of Provoſt Elder hurt at the concluſion of 


his magiſtracy ? Was it by the meditated choice of the ſame | i 
perſon as had ſucceeded him in the year 1794, and to whom 


Provoſt Elder had ſucceeded in the year 1796 His feelings 
could not be hurt by that deſign; for upon firſt hearing of any 
Oppoſition to the re- election of Sir James Stirling, Provoſt El- 


der moſt honourably and explicitly declared, That he would 
- * ſupport Sir James againſt all the world.” Perhaps we may 


be able to diſcovet ho:v the. feelings of Provoſt Elder were 


hurt, by inquiring who were the perſons who thought them». 


Jelves at liberty to wound them. It could not be any of that 
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„„ 
party who joined the late Provoſt in ſupport of the preſent, 
Are we then to accuſe of this crime thoſe members of Council 


- rho might wiſh to put the city under the prefidency and pro- 

- teQtion of. Bailie Creech or Bailie Jackſon? No; for it ſeems 
that the letter of Mr. Dundas was wrote and ſhown in ſupport- 

of their attempt to prevent the election of Sir James Stirling. ; 


We are then, yet, in the dark, and left to conjecture both how 
and by whom, the delicacy of Me. Dundas, and the feelings of 


Mr. Elder, have been hurt. Le: us try the ground over a- 


gain, and make another caſt to diſcoyer the meaning of this 
code paſſage n the very diſtinct letter of Mr. Dundas. 
May we not underſtand from it, that the Lord Provoſt and 


Mr. Dundas had privately ſettled between them, without con- 
ſulting their conſtituents, who ſhould occupy this and the 
other ſeat in council ; not out of any diſregard to them, but 
merely to give the good citizens of. Edinburgh leiſure and op- 
portunity to conſider and ponder over thoſe great intereſts by 


which their attention ought to be engaged. Thereby Mr. 
Elder, might have ruled over the Council as quietly and pleas 
ſantly when out of it, as preſide over it when occupying the 


chair. I ſuſpect this is the ſenſe in which this paragraph is to 5 
be underſtood; and am almoſt confident that if this is not the 
true conſtruction of it, it has no meaning a at all. 


Mans 6.] © At this ek? when it is the duty of every 
good ſubje& of Great Britain to lay aſide all paltry conſidera- 
tions,” why have recourſe to the ſtale trick of threatening to 
reſign? Surely, if the Council of Edinburgh was actuated by 
even a particle of that ſpirit which becomes the repreſentatives 
of the ancient metropolis of Scotland, the ſeveral members of 
it would take the inſulter at his word, and beſtow upon him 


ſomething more than the hint which he ſo arrogantly dares 
them to give. But it is already evident, that the Lord Provoſt, 


atleaſt, will no more quarrel with his bread and butter, in theſe 


hard . ny; than Mr. Dundas will with his. 


— 
= 


E 


7 70 This ſentence is 4. hind . . will admit | 
bf but one conſtruction: Mr. Dundas will no longer do the 


metropolis of Scotland the bonour. of repreſenting it in ar- 


liament, if the Council of Edinburgh has it in gontemplation to” 
emancipate itſelf from the guidance of Provoſt Elder. 

On the fincerity of this corjunct profeſſion of friendſhip to 
Provoſt Elder, and diſregard to the body of his conſtituents, | 


much may be faid on both ſides. Oa the one hand, thoſe who 


recollect the friendſliip profeſſed of old by Mr. Dundas to Sir 


: Alexander Gilmour, the Duke of Grafton, Lord North, and 
the Marquis of Lanſdowne, and now ſee his preſent fixed and 
unalterable attachment ts Mr. Pitt, they may be inclined to 


think, that previous to the next Michaelmas election of ma- 
giſtrates, this tender- hearted gentleman may be as much affect. 
ed by any attempt to wound the feelings of Sir James Stirling, 
as he has at this Michaelmas been by injuries of the like nature 


done to Provoſt Elder. On the other hand, thoſe who look 


to the recent appointment of the laſt Provoſt to the Poſt-office, 


and to the previous promotion of preceding Provoſts to ſinecure 
ſeats at the boards of cuſtoms and exciſe, they may imagine 
| that Mr. Dundas may have at length obſerved the exorbitant 


expence of fitting in the Lower Houſe for the metropolis of 


Scotland, and wiſely to have conſidered at how much leſs pro- 
x fuſion of patronage a Miniſter may purchaſe a burgage tenure 


in England, than keep a precarious ſeat for the capital of Scot- 
land, if each ſucceeding Provoſt is to be provided for as amply. 
as preceding ones have been ;—or, that he meditates a retreat 


into the Upper Houſe, although ſeats in that Houſe have of 


late been acquired ſo dog-cheap as to render them rather dif- 


reputable to a man of Mr. Dundas's delicacy and feelings. 
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